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Admissions Policy
1.0 Introduction

At Al-Huda Primary School (AHPS) , we believe that every child should gain spiritual as well as academic benefit by attending school. We endeavour to provide high academic standards through the integration of a solid Islamic criterion, where Islamic practices and principles echo and permeate every aspect of the school’s activities.  
We anticipate all applicants to give their commitment, respect and wholehearted support to uphold and maintain our school ethos and Islamic values. We believe that pupils should derive spiritual as well as academic benefit from being at school. In order to preserve the school’s Islamic character, priority will be given to Muslim applicants. As a Muslim school, the Islamic faith and practice permeates every aspect of school life.  

The school exists primarily to serve the Muslim community. However, the school welcomes applications, subject to the availability of places, from those of other denominations and faiths who support the religious ethos of the school. The school wishes to continue to attract pupils whose parents wish them to attend a primary school with an Islamic ethos. They are keen to ensure that children of non Islamic faith also have an opportunity to attend the school.
Our Headteacher applies the regulations on admissions fairly and equally to all those who wish to attend this school. The School Standards and Framework Act 1998 introduced a new framework for school admissions as of September 2000. This was later revised in the Education Act of 2002. Our admissions policy conforms to the regulations that are set out in that Act and are further explained in the statutory School Admissions Code of Practice and the statutory Appeals Code of Practice. These were revised in January 2003 and came into force in September 2004. 
2.0 Aims and objectives

The aims and objectives of this Admissions Policy are as follows:

·  We seek to be an inclusive school, welcoming children from all backgrounds and abilities.
·  All applications will be treated on merit, and in a sensitive manner.
· The only restriction we place on entry is that of number. If the number of children applying for entry exceeds the places available, we adopt the procedure set out below to determine whether a child is to be accepted or not. It is our wish for parents and carers to find a place for their child at the school of their choice. However, this is not always possible, due to excess demand on the places available.
·  A child’s level of ability is irrelevant to this school’s admissions policy, as are any special needs the child may have. 

3.0 Oversubscription criteria   

If there are more applications than places, then places will be offered in order of the following criteria:

i. Children already attending Little Gems Foundation Unit 
ii. Brother or sister already attending AHPS
     (A sibling must be in attendance in AHPS at the time of admission)
4.0 How parents and carers can apply for their child to be admitted to our school

How to Apply for a Place at AHPS:

Normally the first point of contact for parents is to ring the office and arrange to meet with the School administrator. If a place is requested, parents will be asked to fill in a application form that includes important information such as full name, date of birth, home address, contact numbers, details of a child’s religion, home language, dietary requirements and any health needs are also required. Once completed a date will be organised for your child to come in and complete an on entry baseline assessment in Numeracy and Literacy.   

Once the place has been offered, parents are encouraged to bring their children into school to allow them to spend some time in their new class(es) getting to know the teacher and other children so that they can settle quickly into their new class(es) once they join us on a full time basis.
In this area, children enter school at the start of the academic year in which they become five. There is one admission date per year, early in September (i.e. when the autumn term begins). Therefore, parents and carers who would like their child to be admitted to this school during the year their child is five should ensure that they return the necessary application form by the deadline date provided.

5.0 Admission appeals

· If we do not offer a child a place at AHPS, this will be because to do so would prejudice the education of other children by allowing the number of children in the school to increase too much.

6.0 The standard number
6.1 The ‘standard number’ is the number of children the school can accommodate. We keep this number under review, and the governors will apply to change the number if circumstances change.
7.0 Reception class size
7.1 We teach Reception children in a class that can have a maximum number of 15 children. (Subject to change) 
8.0 Monitoring and review

8.1 This policy will be monitored by the Proprietor, who will always take due note of the guidance provided by the local Admissions Forum.

8.2 The policy will be reviewed each year and changed if necessary to take account of any change in circumstances, either in our school or in the local area.
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